MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
theatre was scratched by his office, Klaw and Erlanger and others.
I did not see Charles Frohman before he sailed on the "Lusitania," but when I was in Anaconda I received a letter from him telling me that he was sailing very shortly. Alf Hayman, who owned the Empire Theatre and ran the business affairs of the Frohman offices, and I, had tried to dissuade him. He laughed at us for our fear for him. This last letter of his read:
The Metropolitan, Rochester, Minnesota, is scratched by this office, K. & E., and others. You did it and I am glad. As I telegraphed you I gave that play that I had intended for you a calm reading in my own home and I rather fear it is a bit old-fashioned and too talky. I have given it up. You see when one reads these things away from New York it is different and most anything is acceptable. It is different when you are at home. I know you like to be away from New York (I had written Frohman asking that the tour be ended). Alf Hayman has just told me how eager you are to continue after Los Angeles. If you play a week to cover the railroad fares it will be all right. Why a young man like you likes to continue on these tours I don't know, I hope to get away on May first and back shortly after you reach here. I am searching for something for you. Our last talk before you left for the West gave me much happiness.OPIltB XHEATBE OHCSIBSTBA.
